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S Thaf is not first which is spiritual, bub
ithat which is natural.’’—1 CORINTHIANS XV.
6. -~ - '
Tun year 1809 was perhaps the
_“greatest year of distinguished births

t% " yrhieh - the nineteenth century pro-
- ““duced, Tt was the year when that

tragic and baffled genius,’ Edgar
Allen Poe, first saw the light. It
" was the vear when Alfred Tennyson,
. who . so ‘loved. Virgil and, like the

sreat Latin: poet, deeply pondered
~ his- own -age and set many of its
~ 'meanings - singing in immortal
-.ynusie, began his adventure in this
" curious - world,  Proudhon,
“founder of philosophical amarchy,
‘whs born inthis year, Gladstone,
whose wizardry in' giving to the
. figures.of a Budget a kind of purple
' - romanee, and whose capacity to cap-

" ture the moral imagination of a

- -preat nation.made him one of the

-~ ontstanding leaders of the century,
was born in 1809, And in this year
. Abraham Edncoln opened his eyes in

*that Eentucky cabin from which he.

" ’was to go out io become the noblest
*  product of his nation’s democracy.
"gnah were some of the children who
were first sensing the sights and
"« gounds of a strange enviromment in
- the year when Charles Darwin was
" The'story of hig life is the tale of
pne-,«Su})x{qme and mastering devo-
““Hom, - Tt was. at Cambridge Univer-
" gity: that he  found himself, and it
* was the five-year voyage of the ship
% Beagle* which gave him his great
Jopportunity as ‘a naturalist. " The

+ . ghip went quite around the world, -

. gpending ‘much time in and ‘near

~© 'Souyth America. It was while read-
- ing* Malthus’s. discussion of the in-
.\~ erease of population that the idea of
77 ithe struggle for existence. dawned

© 4 uponi him 1n a new light.

0, t. The idea

~of ‘matural selection took on new
_“mesgning; ‘snd the conception for

- which"another scientist found the
By Ehi'a;ae'_-“ the survival of the fittest ”’
. ~began to .open up its-possibilities,
- Darwin worked with a-patience in

' gathering the facts wpon which

- peneralisations must be'made which
. ig-quite beyond praise. The five-
! - ave
" . ‘him unequalled opportunities, Then
2 fop dwenty: years ho went on study-

: {;_i_ug;--g collecting material, -and pas -

Wallace.
o be,

the.

tiently gathering together and
olassifying all his materials, verify-
ing and correcting at every step. It
is an almost unparalleléd story of
the patient and painstaking work of
the greatest sort of scientist,

At last, in 1858, a curious and
startling thing happened. From
hig friend, Alfred ‘Wallace, Darwin
recelved a communication an-
nouneing his reaching exactly the
conclugions  regarding  evolution
which had engrossed the mind of
Darwin for twenty years. So modest
and so eagir to be fair to his friend

. was Darwin that he was willing to

retive and let all the credit go to
Thig, however, was mnot
The work of the two men was
presented simultaneously before the
Linnman Society, and it was al once
clear, nobody acknowledging it more
heartily than Wallace, that the flash
of a great idea had indeed come to
the younger man independently of
the ‘work of the -elder, but it was
Darwin who, by worldwide gather-
ing of material and patient work
through twenty years, had made the
position in a singular way his own.

To be sure, Darwin svas not the
originator of the idea of evolution,

‘Most distinguished among his im-’

mediate predecessors was Lamarck,
whose work still has great signifi-
cance, And the story does not even
begin with him or with (foethe or

. 8t. Hilaire or with Erasmus Darwin,

the grandfather of Charles, There
is a fine sentence-in Mr, J, St. Toe

Strachey’s fascinating volume “ The-

River of Life,”” in which he de-
scribes the fashion in which the pa-
tient - and painstaking mountain-
climbing of some modern scientist

Jbrings him to the top of the range
only to make the dideovery that some

keen-minded Greek has shot an
arrow t6 the very summit a couple of

-thousand years ago. It was so with

evolution.  Aristotle taught the
goneral doctrine, And when we
pass from the Gireeks o the Romans
Lucretius paints a remarkable pic-
ture, unfolding like a cinema, of the
development of animal life from
simple origins. Darwin did, how-
ever, subject the idea of evolution to
such scientific tests as had been un-
known before. - Nohody understood
better than he that he could not say
the last word even in the relatively

small flelds of the life of animalg and
the life of man to.which he restricted ’

his attention. The mutation theory
of De Vries, the theoriés of ortho-
genesis, of isolation; of hybridiza-

tion,; and the revival of the position -

of Lamarck in new relationships, all
suggast that there is a vast difference

_'between the fruth Qf_ evolution and

the adequacy of any particular for-
mulation of 1ts methods.

Evolution in Modern Thinking.

So germinal a principle was sure
to be applied to various flelds, and
it" was Herbert Spencer who, inde-
pendently of Darwin, set the whole
structure of the cosmos in the per-
spective of evolutionary thought.
Tvery science and every art has felt
the stimulus of this spproach, and
it is not too much to say that evolu-.
tion has become not so much an ex-
planation as a method which malkes
a place for itself in every sort of in-
vestigation and a spirit which suf-
fuses all our thinking. .

Darwin’s books, “The Origin of
Species” and “ The Descent of
Man,” precipitated the most acri-
monious sort of controversy, A good
many people felt that everything
which they held dear was not only
endangered but quite destroyed if it
became necessary to admit that man
was descended from lower forms of
life.. People who had accepted with
complacency the ided that man was
made from dust drew back from the

-idea of an ancestry in the lower

kingdoms. Someone has suggested
that, after all, man is not much more
dignified than monkeys, and, of
course, mo scientist suggests that

“man is descended from monkeys, but

only that men and monkeys are twigs
from a comamon bough. The truth
is that the curious distaste with the
thought of owing anything to lower
forms is a strangely inconsistent
thing. All the while we keep eat-
ing lower forms of animals, and the
subtle miracles of digestion and our
own organic life change what a little
while ago was a tow grazing in a
field into a poet writing lovely verses
or sn orator speaking eloguent
words. What, a little while ago
were sheep grazing on the hillside
appear upon dinner tables in appe-
tising form, and a little later have
become the strength of working men
and the insight of patient scholars.
Tven pigs are not disdained by many
people as the source of energy which .
they like to believe they apply to
great moral and spiritual tasks. Of
course, you can regard it either as a
miracle or as a humiliation. Te
some of us it seems a good deal of a
miracle that from the lower animal
forms. there can be appropriated
energies which express themselves in.
the beauty of architecture, the grace
of poetry and the stability of eivili-
sation. At all events, if 4 man could
gee in one collection all the turkeys
and chickens and geess and ofher
fowl, all the cows and sheep and
swine which have contributed fo his
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: phyalcal org'é,nism, he might come to
‘think of simian ancestry as a rather
incidental matter,

o The Question of Genests,

©, /It is_probably true, however, that

“-a-good. many people have become

-+~ hostils to the idea of evolution not

.z so much from distaste in respevt of

the ‘thought of descent from lower
~“forms of life as because the account

~of creation as given in the book of

(tenesis seems 0 theniclearly to con-
. tradict the account which the scien-

- matters. The ~.whole subject re-
quires clear and close thinking. It
 ‘may be granted without hesitation
that the all-knowing God held in the

" area of His thought every fact which

_ . has become the possession of modern
-geientists at the very time when the
materials which make up the book of

" Genesis  had their origin, Why

~then is' not the book of Grenesis a '

“w o frankly and  clearly evolutionar
.. document? When we begin to thin
. ‘about the matter we see that it is not
- gt all-as simple as may at first sight
< appear._ Suppose the: great Master
.-of Life had inspired the writings to
be found. in the 'boei:-.of' Genesis in
¢ -gich & form that they would clearly
- “and perfectly represent the state of
. soientific knowledge in this year of
< our. Lord .1925.

pe).feaﬂy incomprehensible to every

" man glive when they were written,

-+ They would have looked upon them
with dumb and amazed “astonish-
“~ment. - You have to speak to men in
- the language of their own day, and
-, the:seientific thought and speech of
- -the twentieth century would have
. puzzled and baffled and bewildered

- the - men and women of that ancient

‘.- Yime, " More than that, it would
- "have been completely without power
. to give's gripping- and intelligible

- méssage to the men and women of

+  every century since tintil the coming
of our own'time. -But more than
“this.. Science is all the while ad-

vancing. Soon the particular forms

- in. which we clothe our knowledge

S of -GGenesis -were written in . these

* v ;and centuries which are yet to come

- .1t would speak in the language of an

i outgrown” and niore or less dis-

- .credited state of knowledge. Sup-
- posé, them, that the great Master of
..~ Life-had inspired the writing of the
‘material’ to %e. found in the hook of

! (fénesig in language which would ex-

press-the-ultimate truth which is yet
enturies: and centuries heyond our
ken. Ttiis at once clear that in the

enit

' comprahensible,

ives of these

_conscidnce.

7 5. 1t is-clear at once .
at such writings would have been

-forms in all the untold generations -

a8 yritten and in every

succeeding age, including our own,
until that véry distant time when the

final forms of knowledge begin to

appear, such writing would be in-
It would be com-
pletely baffling and completely be-
wildering, Is'there any other way in

~which the problem could be met?

Thire is, indeed, the method which
in the wisdom of Grod was actually
used, This method would give great
and compelling moral and spiritual
truth in the very language and the
very thought-forms of the people to
whom the moral and spiritual mes-
sage was to be given. Then they
could understand it, and men of later
day could see just how it was given
to them, and just how it was brought
within the range of thein mind and
'[his moral and spiri-
tual message would be quite inde-
pendent of the mental thought-forms

.of the period when it was given, and

would be commanding and authentic

" long after those thought-forms had

ceased to be compelling. From the
first prophet until Jesus every mes-
genger of God had to speak in the
thought-forms of his own day, end

in doing so there was no blind com-

mitment of mankind to the passin
utensils through which. the eterna
truth was conveyed, The Genesis

_stories give an interpretation of the

character of God,. of the nature of
man, of the tragedy of sin, which
probe to the very depths of human
experience. . And these are seen all
the more clearly when they emerge

“from primitive forms of thought and

command the conscience of men of
every sort of oivilisation and mental
{ifo. Seen in this light, there is
nothing in the moral and spiritual
message of the book of Grenesis which
comes into conflict with any assured
results of modern science,

Evolution Neither Christian Nor

Un-Christian.

As a'matter of fact, taken by them-
selves, the postulates of evolution are
neither Christian nor un-Christian,

. You can so interpret evolution as to

e d -make if anti-Chrigtian,
will be antiquated, and if the bhook -

You can so
interpret evolution as to make it ex-
ress the very genius of Christianity,
he evolutionary doetrine is a good
deal like a Pullman car. It carries
saints and it carries rogues. It car-
ries bootleggers and it carries Chris-
tisn missionaries, Because a tra-
veller found a good many bad men
on a Pullman car he would not
thenéeforth refuse to ride on a Pull-
man, - The passengers. are respon-
sible for what they bring to the car.
The oar is not responsible for the sort
of passengers it carries., If we were

tq gllow anti-Chrigtian forces te gon- -

trol the means of intellestual loco-
motion lknown under the name of
evolution, it would simply mean that
we are allowing the enemy to gain
for themselves. the most effective
means of transportation., That
would he an extremely strange thing
to doina war,” ‘

The question then is not one which
has to ((]!o with whether we are going
to be evolutionists, It has to do
with the sort of evolutionists we are
going to be, Now, the man who in-
terprets evolution as a perfectly
mechanical and material process
with no causal or controlling power
putside the mechanical and imper-
sonal relationships which the process
reveals, has, of course, given away
the whole Christian position, But
there is nothing in the facts of evolu-
tion which makes such a position
necessary. The man who does thiy
sort of -thing is simply using the
letters of the evolutionary alphabet
to spell atheism. The evolutionary
alphabet furnishes just the letters
needed to spell God.  After all there
ie no paiticular use blaming the
alphabet if men insist on using its
letters' to spell the wrong words.
Men havé been godless who have
vever heard of evolution, And men
have been saints who have believed
in evolution, The house of evolu-
tion—to change our figure—is & good
deal like the material world in this
regpect, that it supports both saints
and sinners, :

‘Theman who helds a personal and
ethical and spiritual view of the

world is sometimes almost startled at

the fashion in which his positions
enable him to be an evolutionist in a
deeper. and more understanding and
frwtful fashion. Let us inspect the
matter in the light of sume of its pos-
sibilities in this regard. When our
organist plays - the ‘‘Pilgrims’
Chorus ” on the great organ, which
has brought so mueh happiness to us
all, we instinotively feel a great evo-

lutionary movement in the mnobie

compogition.,  On it goes, and we
feel -that each movement 18 an ad-
vance toward a great consummation,
which comes at last. But nobody
would think of calling one note the
father or. the rand%ather of the
notes . whiech - follow. The unseen
organist is ‘the really effective power
which gives us the gracions and in-
gpiring music.  You can think of
the composition very completely as
the evolution of a musical idea. But
if you want fo explain it you must
remember the musician unseen by so
many of yon. And that great “ Pil-
grims’ Chorus,”” which we call life,
moves with a series of characteristics
which the scientist can . note and
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o' it unfolding evolution.
7 wand to explain it you must go to the
' greab unseen musician,
“o-go to Almighty God, ‘
7 Here you come to the great divide.

«oo you’  have resched the
'matters.” And this is the question:
. Is evolution a self-sufficient and self-

, - rupning process, without any place

_THE CHRISTIAN WORLD PULPIT. _ ~ 8

"caﬁaiogﬁ'e.‘ He can tell us the tale of
But if you

You must

When you have asked one question
: ultimate

~for moral and spiritual values and

.« without any place for Almighty.
- Qed, oris it the perpetual activity
.. of ‘the  perfectly good and loving
. Father whose face we see in the face
- of . Jesus ChristP. Here the issue is
. .. Bharp and clear enough. The man
. whd answers the guesfion in the first

way is-not a Christian, and the man

- ~'who answers it in the second way
7 does ‘not reease to be a Christian,
¢ though he is a fum and eager
.~ .‘believér in evolution.as the chosen
- ‘miethod by which (tod, works. The

~ . man who refuses to believe in the un-

S seen-musician because the notes can

"+ be fitted together in a mathematical

= -‘Fl_an will, after all, not prevent our
S e

ving the musician, who has poured

- his very heart out in melody and
.- harmony, which have given us a new
o sense of the meaning of life,

“ God at Work.”

-~ ~'The Copernican. theory of the uni-
- verse ran the same gauntlet which
- other seientific - views . must face.
~Doubtless it seemed very clear to.

some. pious men. that it was im-

. possible to believe in God if the earth
i _‘.E moved 'arDllnd the SN,

. The litoral
interpretation of the Bible was, of

S “course, “all against, the Copernican
-+ views: ‘And so- good men set them-

selves against advancing knowledge.

. Byt there remains no one so poor

- mentally as to do them reverence.

- And the last strange brilliant de-

- fenge of ‘the old position was by an
. astonishingly.gifted negro preacher,
. owho was B genius. in his way, who
‘held “great audiences snthrailed by

his adroit and telling logio as.he de-

lversd --shis:rlléctql--e, “The Sun Do

.E-’,M@veﬁ;,’-"'. There is, I suppose, not a
- single-advocate of the position which

vhag gotten for itself the name of

o “Huandamentalism - 'who ‘would . not
~ . gladly  admit- that the Copernican
- theory holds all the field. ~In that
. coneession,  he - veally - concedes his
S "‘{‘fir]l‘ﬁole. ease, A man who can helieve

* the: Copernican - thebry has ad-
mitted in principle every: position

hich the Christian believer needs
a8 he rolates the new knowledge to
the:Biblical. statements. - And the
man who sees in the Copernican view
of the universe only a sublime view

wof ,.GEQ;d\a-_t work has already in pria-

ci}}l)le accepted just the position from
which to interpret evolution from
the Christian view, :
The really searching question, of
course, has o do not with the solid
saints - who will hold to the religious

‘verities whatever -comes and what-

over goes, It is the new generation,

- to whom evolution is the very frame-

work of .all knowledge, of whom we
muet think, Believers in evolution
they must be if their whole intel-
lectual integrity. is not to be shat-
tered. Believers in the Ohristian re-
ligion many of them-—maost of them,
we trusgt—would like to be. Aze we

-able ‘to help them? Have.we a vital

word in an hour which, for them, is
a time of intellectual orisis? There
are many of us who believe that at

.this very point Christianity mests

one-of its greatest and one of its
happiest opportunities.
The young men and women who

" are coming in' such amazing numbers

from our institutions of learning
have a knowledge and an under-
standing of the whole biological pro-
cess which would have been a little
'disconcerting to their fathers and
entirely astounding to their grand-
fathers. They have watched the
emer%ence of vegetable and animal
life from ‘the water in the great
adventure of living on the land,
They have watched the vast and
varied struggle of life up to
man and through all the stages of
civilisation; and they are ready to
ask, “ What is back of it all, ‘and
whither does it lead?P” . ’-I‘he;y are
ready to hear the great reply: “ God
is back of it all, and its goal is re-
vealed in the stainless and glowing
and radianily self-forgetful person-
ality of Jesus Christ.” When once

they have followed the long and
dramatic story, the great epic of life -

upon this planet, seeing™in every
stage the presence and the activity
of the invisible God, a new sacred-
ness-and a new glory come to all of

life,  And when they have seen

emerging at the very heart of this
tale  of struggle ‘and survival the
mighty and glorious personality of

~Jesus Chrigt, when they have seen

that everything else was on the way
to Him, and tﬁat'everything is still
on the way to the achievement of
His kingdom, religion, ceases to be
an incidental part of life; it becomes
the defining -meaning of the bio-
logical process itself,

There is.an understanding of the
significance of Jesus.so profound and
so_deeply related to the new know-
ledge which has come into our pos-
session, that * that One Face” looks
out of every page of a text-book on
chemistry, gazes forth from the most

. Himself presides over it.

intricate analysis in physics, gives
a gening and a soul to biology, be-
comes the inspiring genius of the
new psychology, so that in & new
and most glorious fashion the old
word ig fufillled, * that in all things
He may have pre-eminence.” All
thede realms belong to Him. It
would be a poor, foolish mind which,
would retain for Him the realms of
phrases which have lost their vitality

;and prevent His entering in triwmph

the vast and far-reaching realms
where He has the right to rule.

Christianising the Intellectual
. Adventure.

It is & wonderful characteristic of
the vital writers of the Old’ Testa-
ment and the New that they make
their own every potent word in the
contemporary vernacular. -HKzekiel
makes 1513 prophetic message a thing
with new and vital selzure because
he wuses the very forms of Baby-
loniah thought .and experience to
make it commanding, - Paul bends
the stately Roman Empire itself to
the purpese of being a vehicle for the
making vivid of the conception of
the Empire of Jesus. Christ, Why
cannot- we be as wise In our own
time? One can imagine with what
zest and zeal Paul and Bzekial would
have used the very pass-words of evo-
lutionary thought to make more
potent and more effective the mes-
sage of Religion to the men of this
tremendous day. The whole intel-
lectual adventure of scientist and

hilosopher and artist belong to

esus Christ, *We claim then all for
Him. 'We come with a right of
eminent domain. to make them a part
of the vast Empire of Jesus Ohrist.

It is not strange that Paul, whoge
mind played over such vast areas,
used a phrase which it was more than
fitting to select as a sort of watch-
word. at the beginning of this
sermon, We are not claiming that
Paul was an evolutionist before the
days of evolutionists, We ares claim-

_ing that there is a suggestiveness and
- a signifieance not sobn exhaunsted in

his séminal phrase: that is not first
which is spiritual, but that which is
natural. = The phrase is. capacious
enough to hold the whole Christian
interpretation of evolution. Life
indeed begins on low levels. But it
does not remain there. It aspires;
it elimbs., It seeks great goals. And
the spiritual is the consummation
toward which it moves. Why the
movement, -we ask, and why the
goal? There ig only one answer to
such questions, God Himself sets
in motion - the movement. God
. God Him-
self provides the goal, The evolu-
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" tionary process cannot account for
.- Fesus Ohrist; but Jesus Christ can
"7 agcount for the evolutionary process.
© Tt is in His face that the new know-

ledge is seen in all its human mean-
ing and in-all its human relation-

" ships. It is He who gives a soul to
. the age-long struggle,
. changes & process 1nto a moral and-
.-~ spiritual.
- brings to
© " which has been implieit in the whole®

evolutionsry process. ;
. that the new knowledge becomes re-

It is He'who

rogress, It is He who

ight the divine fellowship
It ig in Him

demptive, and science itself the

S joyous hendmaid of religion.

- PURE RELIGION AND .
. UNDEFILED,
By PERCIVAL GOUGH, M.A,,

. VIOAR OF 8T MARK'S, HAMILTON TEREACE; N.W,

' Our extensive knoﬂe&ge of the re-
" ligions of the world has this value:

" it.shows s how universal is the re-

 ligious instinet in mankind and how

.7+ imperative that inetinet is for satis-

" faction.« Like all other instincts, the
"+ “religious instinct has no particular
+ " gharacter ; it is ‘just a primitive in-
' stinot, like hunger or sexual atfrac-
~tiom, and claims,
tion to- its-needs. This is so often .
. forgotten .and . resulis, when for-
- gotten, dn such disasters, that it
- meeds special emphasis in days when
27 'mankind-i¢ being forced down by
" cireumstances and the struggle for
.+ existence -to the more. instinetive
.+ basisof his being. o
2. 'When this is remembered a great

like thege, atten-

. deal that passes for religion to-day

~cwill be seen in its true character as
~the ‘restless demand for instinetive
- feeling and not the exhibition of
"f‘-'Fure religion.”. '
al

The symbols of
and any religion are equally

' capable. vf meeting the demands of
' " the religious instinet.
- - Buddhist, the devout Hindu, or the
V' gealous Mussulman, as well as the
. earnest Christian, all meet in perfect

" equality when they derive satisfac-
“tion from the practices of their faith

The piocus

‘and the inuer impressions of -their

. - religious symbols, whether of creed
" or ritual, ° . .

-~ The recognition of.this equality.
~will, in time, render us tolerant to-
- wards the religions sxpregsion of the -

_ faith of other peoples and more sin-
.7 i cove in the observance of the .real

" penius-of our own, . The destruetive
.-side of religion which has been the -
“main urge of religious endeavour in
the past has come from the clash-of

rdw - ingtinets and not from their
jublimations. -
race and temperament through

o)

- in the
- ments of their being, viz., the e~

‘than of raising them u

. feelings are at rest.

Tt is the differences

Whi.e]i the raw religious instinct has
achieved recognition that have
caused religious intolerance and per-

secution, rather than the differences

in the purity of the religious revela-
tions given to the world,

Raising the Level of Instinot.

We are beginning {0 realise that
if we are to maintain & human level
in the world of the future we must
learn to understand the differences
of race and temperament, with their

reat varieties of expression, and no

“longer judge them. And we must

begin by trying to understand men

most profound of all move-

ligious. Moreover, we must begin
at home, for we ave living amid a
great clagh of instinctive and tem-
peramental demands in the region of
religious feeling in ourown land and
Church. There is undoubtedly a
great quickening in the world of the
religioys instinets, but we are thinlk-
ing marp of satistying' these instinots
to Ohrist,
What we must remember is, that
these instincts are equally capable of
satisfaction under the sgis of any
religion or of all of them if we wish

“to pick and choose, and that the

gatisfaction is no more entitlod to the
name of religion than is that which
allays any other instinet, Our
That is a good
result, bub it'is not in itself.a re-
ligious sequence, And singe all the
offorts at satisfaction which abound
to-day claim to be distinctively-or
exclusively Christian, it is particu-
larly desirable ~ that we. should
examine the credentials of our faith,
in the exercise of which so many
good people are mistaking the fol-
lowing of instinctive demands for the
following-of Christ’s demands. .

Tt must be remembered that Christ
never claimed to establish a new
religion. He claimed to give to re-
ligion a new and deeper meaning in
man’s life—not to satisfy an instinct
which was all too well and too form-
ally satisfied in TLis day, but fo

sublimate this instinet to a unity in

God’s love which it had mever and
could never experience at the hands
of any but the unique Son of God.

Religious ceremonies, gorgeous.

ritual, liturgical sacrifices and sacra~
ments abounded in Hig day in even

more profusion than they do to-day,
and the most casual reader of Tis -

lifo will at once realise that He did
not step down from Heaven to direct
men fo a more méticulous observance
of these satisfactions of the religious
ingtinicts,
and lift them up to:a cleawer recog-
nition of God, which was now to be

. of religious searching.

He came to fulfil them .

found in the complete Pexsonality of
Christ.

At the moment many among us
have lost their own hold upon flife,
and their restlessness is a token wof
this loss, and not so much a token
To repair
this loss we must come back to
Ohrist, Who kolds the key to life
not by way of any.new faith or old
forms of faith, but by virtue of His
Personality, which_ gives unity and

. direction to our relipious instincts.

The present demand for satisfaction
of religious feeling, either by the
revival of externalism, as among the
Anglo-(Jatholics, or by a narrow
certitude, can be met, but the result
will be that the appetite sickens and
dies, for this demand has no goal but
death., The alternative i3 the
organisation and direction of this
demand towards the Derson of
Christ,- and in consequence of such

organisation and direction there will

come a oonsctousness of vital forces
passing between us and God. .

Religion Directed to Social Ends.

There are only two ways open to
humanity to-day: the first 1s the
effort bo sterilise or hypnotise this
quickened religious instinct; the
other is to continually organise and
divect it towards social ends. ~ There
is no doubt which of these two be-
lonigs to ‘“pure religion and unde-
fled.” Nowhere do we find that
Christ desired the religious instinct
to hecome atrophisd into formalism
through the allurement of external-
ism, Indeed, He poiired His undy-
ing contempt upon all sueh efforts,
On the contrary, He became Ilesh
that He might give to our natures
the impulse for continual regenera-
tion of all desive and ifs definite

* transformation into divine energy.

This is the way to peace. The other
way is the way to coageless unrest,
because by remaining in the allure-
ment of external symbolism we are

only feeding our emoiions upon the

images which they themsdlves create.
And noprogress 1s possible, .

Tt is only in days like these that
we arve privileged to emter into the
true meaning of Christ, for then

wo see how His uniqueness fades

‘away into the general chaos of re-

ligious feeling, and is obscured by
the demands of an instinet cominon
to all humanity. His veal mossage
flashes into the consciousness of
thoge who have tried to keep close to
Him.  His real message ig that He
enters into our being and banishes
all previous images created by emo-
tional restlessness; and replacey them
by Himself, the uncreated source of
compsnionship and power.  This



